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2022 dated 07-01-2022 

MIS. United Maritime Services LLC, 
UAE, through Shri Siddharth 
Sandeep Dhapre, Master of the 
Vessel MT CORAL, (IMO No. 
8820119), anchored at Bhavnagar 
Anchorage. 
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01 nr arra-vr ct ;A tie:Ad arc Th") Thvcr) v47.417-rffIt 
This Order-in-Original is granted to the concerned free of charge. 

0/ arra-zr tfiitff clad TEr t  tamp 71' arkszr grq m-z4 
artf€It 60 lt4T arcz tra wofta). 7 If 4-Aci,419c121-4Z. CiVkf aifcF ii3t11 
T 3{1,114 t3. arprcrarra -380 009 t tsisi M41T CILIt T- 4*  t I 
Any person being aggrieved by this order may file an appeal against 
this order before the Commissioner of Customs (Appeals), 7th floor, 
Mrudul Tower, Behind Time of India, Ashram Road, Ahmedabad-380 
009 within 60 days from the date of receipt of this order. 

03 WI aftiffl 14TTd1rf RT131 affdtTA, 1989 (F41:I 7TFT ittlIft(TT gT{T VITZ 
WEIT itlit )*. ardtd T. 0.50 TT ?CT? -4.044(citi Tt4T T'EF BM Wft7 
74 Tat aftu TWU*TT Tel Trzit lea ra ruimictit tbgh:r a 1870 T 
afOR I IR 6 t af5ETZ 50 en). TT feche qiqiqTTfta if WIT tRT t1116Q I 

The appeal should bear Court Fee Stamp of Rs. .50/- as provided 
under Indian Stamp Act, 1989, modified as may be by the State 
Legislation, whereas the copy of the order attached with this appeal 
should bear a Court Fee Stamp of Rs. 0.50 (Fifty Paisa only) as 
prescribed under Schedule - I, Item 6 of the Court Fees Act, 1870. 

04 aftfiltrl 411L1-1 19114W liTTUR / / afti 43 TT ills( ticver ar441,11 
alfurgETIT, 1962 Ter UM 129 T WafT911 Ti afIticdff T c61,04 

tiifuff T THiøcfltI 
Proof of payment of duty / fine / penalty should also be attached with 
the appeal memo, failing to which appeal is liable for rejection for non-
compliance of the provisions of Section 129 of the Customs Act, 1962. 

05 aft! ITRJU   z1-6 tr iaR T-).TiltrITI4jett) (aftti) fkcit, 1982 aitt 'ad 

La-TiT (U)4710 f*-H-1, 1982 t fltI4-11 TTIFT rIT-dff t I 
While submitting the Appeal, the Customs (Appeals) Rules, 1982 and 
the CESTAT (Procedure) Rules, 1982 should be adhered to in all 
respects. 

Tfl aftliT fat o 399B(3ftitelt TIME aftfTB qnc ill -get arR 
06     TIf -4,76t tg fac114 t, fac04 ZIT U,14 Tcl 

313 faclIC*IRWI4 7.5% t'lfraT ct)t-iffPITI 

An appeal against this order shall lie before the Commissioner (Appeal) 
on payment of 7.5% of the duty demanded where duty or duty and 
penalty are in dispute or penalty, are in dispute or penalty, where 
penalty alone is in dispute. 
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BRIEF FACTS OF THE CASE: 

The facts leading to present adjudication are that M/s. Trans Tide Shipping 

Agency, Shreeji, 101, Plot No. 8/C, Opp. Bhagini Mandal Hospital. Bhavnagar — 364 

002, vide their letter dated 29.11.2021 submitted an intimation about arrival of a 

vessel namely MT Coral (IMO No. 8820119) (hereinafter referred to as "the vessel") 

at Alang for breaking purpose. Mts. Trans Tide Shipping Agency (hereinafter referred 

to as "the Agent") filed Prior IGM No 2298012 dated 30 11.2021 on behalf of MIS 

United Maritime Services LLC, UAE (hereinafter referred to as "the owner of the 

vessel") for import of the vessel, declared as MT Coral with IMO No. 8820119. at 

Alang for demolition. 

2. The vessel arrived at Bhavnagar Anchorage on 05.12.2021 and was 

boarded on 07.12.2021 by the Boarding Officer of the Custom House, Alang. Based 

on the intelligence, the Vessel was boarded by the officers of Preventive, Customs 

(Prey.) HQ, Jamnagar on 13.12.2021. While approaching the vessel, it was noticed 

that at the forward as well as aft side of the vessel, the earlier painted word -SEA 

GOLDEN" has been changed to the word "CORAL" by painting over it and it was 

noticed that the first word is appearing as "SEA" and word 'CORAL is painted over 

the word "GOLDEN". 

3. During further inspection of the vessel, it was noticed that the originally 

embossed IMO No. of the vessel has been erased on both side of the Bridge Room 

as well as on the aft side of the Accommodation of the vessel and the current 

declared IMO No. 8820119 of the vessel was written with paint. Further, it was 

observed that on careful look last two digits of the earlier embossed IMO No. were 

visible. Therefore, it appeared that the tampering has been done with the original 

IMO No. of the vessel. 

4. Further, on inspection of the Thuraya satellite Phone available at the vessel, a 

message dated 20.11.2021 18:49 hrs received from Uday was noticed which reads 

as "Both Thurayas rechareged, both vsls to drop anchor op/ Karachi. SEA Golden to 

Maora port ctrl, agent is oceanworld.+cordal no need to inhn anyone, to just say 

under repairs, if gues?" 
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5. Therefore, it appeared that the tampering has been done with the original IMO 

No. of the vessel. 

6. During the course of investigation, statement of Shri Sarvanan Shakivel was 

recorded on 13.12.2021, In the statement dated 13.12.2021, on being asked about 

the Voyage/ Journey of the vessel, he stated that they have tried to heave up anchor 

In SHARJAH on 01_11.2021 but due to some problem in main engine they dropped 

anchor again an when they were ready with engine on 02.11.2021, they started 

sailing towards (INDIA-BHAVNAGAR). Further, when they had passed through 

IRAN, they dropped anchors at KARACHI OPL for getting provision and drinking 

water. Then, they started sailing to INDIA (BHAVNAGAR). Further after reaching at 

DIU. they didn't have enough bunkers to reach Bhavnagar so they were towed by 

MT Sea Golden up to Bhavnagar Anchorage. 

7 Further, on examination of the documents submitted under IGM dated 

30.11.2021, it was noticed that the Karachi Port was not declared under the list of 

last Ports of Call. 

8. During the course of investigation, statement of Shri Siddharth Sandeep 

Dhapre, Master of the Vessel was recorded on 13.12.2021. On being asked Shri 

Siddharth Sandeep Dhapre stated that he boarded the vessel on 04.12.2021 as 

Third Officer at Sohar Port and at the time of his boarding the vessel, the vessel was 

already sailing with the name MT Coral. However, on examination of the last 

Registry dated 30.09.2021 submitted under the IGM. it was noticed that the current 

name of the vessel i.e. MT Coral came into existence on 30.09.2021. Further, on 

being asked Shri Siddharth Sandeep Dhapre told that they proceeded from Sharjah 

OPL towards Alang Port on 02.11.2021 and as they were running out of provisions 

and drinking water,the company directed them to proceed to Karachi OPL and 

warned not to enter the waters. They entered the Karachi OPL on 21.11.2021 and 

anchored there, On 24.11.2021 they started the journey for Alang Port and entered 

the Diu on 28.11.2021. Further after reaching at DIU, they didn't have enough 

bunkers to reach Bhavnagar so they were towed by MT Sea Golden up to 

Bhavnagar Anchorage. 
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9. Further, on being asked about the two digits "4" and "7" of the earlier 

embossed IMO No., underneath the currently painted IMO No. of the vessel. Shri 

Siddharth Sandeep Dhapre told that he had not noticed it before and after returning 

to the vessel he will get the upper layer of the paint cleaned by thinner for further 

investigation. Further, on being asked that while approaching the vessetat the aft 

side of the vessel, it appears that the word "SEA" has been expunged by yellow paint 

and the word "CORAL" has been painted, Shri Siddharth Sandeep Dhapre stated 

that as per his knowledge the name of the vessel was never started with the word 

10 During the further investigation, it was found that the vessel "MT Asia 

Adventure" (now MT Coral) with IMO No. 8820119 was reported in incidents of 

abandonment of seafarers with Abandonment ID No. 00406 in the year 2019. On 

being asked about this Shri Pradeep Kumar Bansal, agent of Owner of the vessel. 

under his statement recorded on 14.12.2021 stated that he didn't know about the 

abandonment of the vessel in 2019 as he had not checked the credentials of the 

owner of the said vessel and status of the said vessel. 

11. Further, during a parallel investigation regarding import of Vessel 

"MT Sea Golden' also anchored at Bhavnagar Anchorage, a file having page no. 01 

to 355 containing some old documents was taken from the vessel MT Sea Golden. 

In the file there are many supply invoices having stamp on which the name of the 

vessel is mentioned as MT Sea Golden, however the IMO No. mentioned is 

"8820119" and GRT/NRT mentioned are "4995/2645° which are of declared as IMO 

No. and GRT/NRT of the vessel MT Coral. On being asked about this, Shri Pradeep 

Kumar Bansal agreed that the IMO No. "8820119" and GRT/NRT "4995/2645" 

mentioned on these supply invoices are of vessel MT Coral and this is wrong and not 

legal as per the provisions of the law in force. 

12. Further, the Superintendent (PI), Customs Division Bhavnagar. was 

requested vide letter F.No. V111/26-14/PI/HQ/2021 dated 15.12.2021 to depute an 

officer on the vessel and get the currently painted IMO No. 8820119 cleaned on the 
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front side of the Accommodation for further visibility of the embossed IMO No. of the 

vessel. 

13. Further, Shri Shivam Pandit, Inspector SBY Alang. boarded the 

vessel on 16.12.2021 and at the front side of the Accommodation, he get the 

currently painted IMO No. removed by thinner, in front of two independent panchas 

and master of the vessel, so that the digits of the earlier embossed IMO No. may be 

visible. After the removal of the painted IMO No.. they embossed IMO No. was more 

clear than before and they could read the embossed IMO No. as "8_1_447". All 

these proceedings were recorded under the Panchnama dated 16.12.2021. 

14 Further, Shri Siddharth Sandeep Dhapre under his statement 

recorded on 17.12.2021 inter alia agreed that on looking carefully at the currently 

painted IMO No.. some numerical digits were visible and after removal of the 

currently painted IMO No. by applying thinner in front of him and two independent 

panchas, a new embossed IMO No. numbers appeared for which they could identify 

05 digits out of the 07 digits and the no. they could read was "8_1_447'. Further on 

being asked he inter alia agreed that tempering has been done with the embossed 

IMO No. of the vessel. Further he stated that this type of tampering with IMO No. is 

done to hide the original identity of the vessel and for use in the illegal activities. 

Further, he was shown a picture of message dated 20.11.2021 18:49 hrs received 

from Uday sir on Thuraya Satellite phone available at the vessel wherein the 

message reads as "Both Thurayasrechareged, both vsls to drop anchor opl Karachi. 

SEA Golden to call Maora port ctrl, agent is oceanworld.cordal no need to infm 

anyone, to just say under repairs, if ques?' On being asked about the meaning and 

reason of the said message, he stated that the best reason for sending the said 

message is known to Shri Uday Singh, Technical manager of M/s. United Maritime 

services LLC. Dubai and he just followed his instructions and didn't contact with the 

Karachi Port authority. 

15. For further investigation the officers of the Preventive team, HQ 

CCP, Jamnagar boarded the vessel on 18.12.2021 and all the proceedings were 

recorded under panchnama dated 18.12.2021. While approaching the vessel, it was 

also noticed by the two independent panchas that at the forward side of the vessel 
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the earlier painted word "SEA GOLDEN" has been changed to the word "CORAL" by 

painting over it and the panchas could see clearly the first word as "SEA" and the 

word "CORAL is painted over the word "GOLDEN". Further at the aft side of the 

vessel, the panchas noticed the same thing. Further, at the front side of the 

accommodation, it was again noticed that below the currently painted IMO No. of the 

vessel another embossed IMO No. appeared after removing the upper layer of the 

paint under panchnama dated 16.12.2021, for which out of 07 digits, 05 digits are 

clearly visible as "8_1_447". The same was also noticed by the two independent 

panchas in front of the master of the vessel. Further, the master of the vessel again 

confirmed in front of the panchas that tampering has been done with IMO No. of the 

vesselto hide the original identity of the vessel. 

16. Based on the facts revealed during the course of investigation, it 

appeared that the vessel declared as "MT Coral with IMO No. 8820119" under the 

IGM, has been mis-declared as tampering has been done with the IMO No. of the 

vessel because the earlier embossed IMO No. had been erased at the front side of 

the Accommodation of the vessel and the current declared IMO No. was written over 

it by paint, after removing the upper layer of the currently painted IMO No., an earlier 

embossed IMO No. appeared for which 05 digits out of 07 digits are clearly visible as 

"8_1_447". Also at the forwarding as well as left side of the vessel, it was noticed 

that the earlier painted word "SEA GOLDEN" has been changed to the word 

"CORAL" by painting over it and it is clearly visible that the first word is "SEA" and 

the word "CORAL is painted over the second word "GOLDEN".As per the name 

change history of the vessel, it is observed that the name of the said vessel has 

never been "SEA GOLDEN". 

17. It appeared that the master of the vessel has suppressed/mis-

declared the details submitted under the IGM as they had dropped anchor at the 

Karachi OPL on 21.11.2021 and heaved up the anchorage on 24.11.2021 but they 

didn't declare the Karachi Port in the list of last 10 Ports of Call submitted under the 

IGM. 
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18. In view of the above, there was a reason to believe that the subject 

vessel has been mis-declared in IGM and Customs documents as Vessel MT Coral 

with IMO No. 8820119 and it is in contravention of the provisions of the Customs Act. 

1962. Therefore, the said vessel was liable for confiscation under Sections 111(f) of 

the Customs Act, 1962, hence the vessel along with all its accessories and goods 

having approximate value of Rs. 20,03,75,5231- approx.) (Rupees Twenty Crores 

Three Lakhs Seventy Five Thousand Five Hundred and Twenty Three Only) was 

placed under seizure vide seizure memo dated 18.12.2021. Further, all the seized 

goods. as stated above, have been handed over for safe custody to Ws. Trans Tide 

Shipping Agency, Bhavnagar, under Suparatnama dated 18.12.2021 

19. Consequent to the seizure, Shri Rajiv Kumar, the authorized 

representative of the owner of the vessel, appeared before the customs authorities to 

represent the view of the owner i.e. M/s. United Maritime Services LLC, UAE. 

Statement of Shri Rajiv Kumar was recorded on 29.12.2021 under Section 108 of the 

Customs Act, 1962. Shri Rajiv Kumar was shown a copy of the panchnama dated 

16.12.2021 under which it came to notice that an earlier embossed IMO No. 

-8_1_447" hidden under the declared IMO No. 8820119, appeared after removal of 

the currently painted IMO NO. 8820119 in front of the two independent panchas and 

master of the vessel. In this regard he inter alia agreed that tampering has been 

done with the IMO No. of the vessel. Further on being asked about the remaining 

two digits of the embossed IMO No., Shri Rajiv revealed that the remaining 02 digits 

of the earlier embossed IMO No. "8_1_447" which appeared after removal of the 

currently painted IMO NO. 8820119 are "9 and "F. In this regard, he state that this 

IMO No. '8918447- is of some other vessel the name of which is also Coral. 

19.1 Further, on being asked about the purpose of the tempering with the 

IMO No. of the vessel and by whom it was done, Shri Rajiv Kumar revealed that in 

2019, their vessel MT Coral (Ex. MT Asia Adventure) (IMO No. 8820119) was 

abandoned at Sarjah Anchorage by International Chamber of Shipping. Therefore. 

they embossed the IMO No. "8918447" on the front side of the Accommodation of 

their vessel for sailing this abandoned vessel for sale purchase of petroleum 

products from Yemen to Somalia for some financial gain. Further, he told that the 
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embossed IMO No. 8918447 was erased afterwards, when the issue of 

abandonment of their vessel MT Coral (Ex. MT Asia Adventure) anchored at 

Bhavnagar, got resolved. Further on being asked that at the aft as well as front side 

of vessel it has been noticed that the word "SEA" appears to be expunged with 

yellow paint and word "CORAL" has been painted over the word 'GOLDEN" and do 

they have any information about the previous names of the vessel starting with the 

name "Sea", Shri Rajiv Kumar stated that they have plied the vessel using name 

SEA GOLDEN. IMO No. 8820119 and GRT/NRT of MT CORAL. The name SEA 

GOLDEN is the name of one other vessel of their company On being asked, Shri 

Rajiv further stated that it was due to war situation in Yemen that for some time the 

vessel was plied with the name Sea Golden for safety of the vessel. 

19 2 Further. Shri Rajiv Kumar was shown a picture of message dated 

20.11 2021 18:49 hrs received from Uday sir on Thuraya Satellite phone available at 

vessel wherein the message reads as 'Both Thurayasrechareged. both vsls to drop 

anchor opl Karachi. SEA Golden to call Maora port ctrl. agent is oceanworld cordal 

no need to infm anyone. to just say under repairs if clues? On being asked about 

the meaning and purpose of the message, Shri Rajiv Kumar stated that the intention 

of the message was to avoid the contact with Karachi Port control because the 

Pakistani Authorities sometimes unnecessarily torture the Indian crew manned ships 

and also if the Karachi Port Control were contacted, then the Karachi Port would 

have to be mentioned in the list of last Ports of Call. Therefore, vide the above said 

massage the master of the vessel was advised as not to call Karachi Port Control 

and remain in International waters. 

19.3 Further, on being asked about the original IMO No. and name of the 

vessel anchored at Bhavnagar, declared as MT Coral with IMO NO.8820119, Shri 

Rajiv Kumar assured that the original IMO No of the vessel is '8820119" and original 

name is "CORAL as declared under the IGM For this he also produced the copy of 

Llyods report. Further, in the end Shri Rajiv Kumar stated that their only offence in 

respect of this vessel is the use of two IMO Nos. which is mis-declared before 

Customs authorities and for this lapse they are ready to pay fine and penalty which 

will be imposed by the authority taking lenient view 
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20 Further, an email dated 17.12.2021 was received from the 

DAIHATSU Diesel, Singapore manufacturer of Diesel Engine found on board of the 

vessel Coral and they have replied that DL616049 was installed on the vessel Coral 

(IMO 8820119). Further M/s Pinnacle Marine Services Pvt. Ltd, Bhavnagar in his 

Survey report No. BHV/4745-A/21 dated 07 12.2021 confirmed the LDT of the vessel 

as 2763.14 MT equivalent to 2719.63 LT. 

21. The original identity of the vessel has been hidden by tampering with 

the IMO No. of the vessel and the same has been mis-declared under the IGM dated 

30.11.2021. This act of mis-declaration in the Import General Manifestdated 

30.11.2021 in respect of two different IMO Nos for the same vessel, the owner has 

rendered the vessel alongwith all its accessories and goods having approximate 

value of Rs. 20.03,75.523/- approx.) (Rupees Twenty Crores Three Lakhs Seventy 

Five Thousand Five Hundred and Twenty Three Only), liable for confiscation under 

Section 111(f) of the Customs Act. 1962.The owner of the vessel is also liable for 

penalty under Section 112 of the Customs Act, 1962. 

22. The master of the vessel didn't declare the Karachi Port under the 

list of last Ports of Call submitted under IGM. It also appeared that Master of vessel 

fails to file correct IGM. Hence the master of the vessel has contravened the 

provisions of the Section 111(0 of the Customs Act, 1962 and therefore is liable for 

penalty under Section 112 the Customs Act, 1962. 

23. Therefore, M/s. United Maritime Services LLC, UAE (through the 

Master of the Vessel MT Coral, (IMO No. 8820119), anchored at Bhavnagar 

Anchorage) called upon vide EN°. VIII/10-09/ADC/O&A/2021-22 dated 07.01.2022 

by the Additional Commissioner.Customs (Prey), Jamnagar to show cause as to 

why:-

i. The vessel MT Coral (IMO No. 8820119), valued at Rs. 20,03,75,523/-

approx.) (Rupees Twenty Crores Three Lakhs Seventy Five Thousand 

Five Hundred and Twenty Three Only) seized under Seizure Memo dated 

18.12.2021. should not be confiscated under the provisions of Section 

111(f)of the Customs Act, 1962. 
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ii. Penalty under Section 112 of the Customs Act, 1962 should not be 

imposed upon them 

DEFENCE: 

24. In reference to the Show Cause Notice No. V111/10-

09/ADC/08A/2021-1 dated 07.01.2022. in respect of vessel MT Coral. the Onwer of 

the vessel vide their letter reference No. Coral/SCN/JAN dated 10.01.2022 submitted 

that the vessel namely MT Coral IMO 8820119 anchored at Bhavnagar Anchorage, 

is the same vessel as declared in the prior 1GM dated 30.11.2021. Therefore, there 

is no mis-declaration in respect of the said vessel ;that regarding, appearing of a new 

embossed IMO No. "8_1_447 at the front side of the accommodation of the vessel 

below the current IMO no. of the vessel, they submit that the newly appeared IMO is 

"8918447" which is of another vessel also named Coral; that in this regard, they 

submit that their vessel MT Coral (IMO 8820119) was abandoned at Sarjah 

Anchorage by International Chamber of Shipping: that they admit that this vessel 

Coral was operated by embossing the IMO NO. "891844T during the period of 

abandonment with the intention of financial gain by way of sale purchase of 

petroleum products from Yemen to Somalia and to save the vessel as well as life of 

the crew in war affected Yemen; that further this embossed IMO No. 8918447 was 

erased afterwards, when the issue of abandonment of our vessel MT Coral got 

resolved. 

24.1 That regarding, appearing of the word "SEA" and painting of word 

"CORAL" over the word 'GOLDEN" at the aft and front side of vessel, they submit 

that they have also plied this vessel using name SEA GOLDEN, IMO No. 8820119 

and GRT/NRT of their sister vessel MT Coral : that tampering with the IMO NO. was 

done to hide the original identity of the vessel for safety of the vessel during the war 

situation in Yemen ; that they assure that no offence in this regard is committed into 

Indian Territory; that in this regard, they admit their mistake of using two IMO Nos. 

which is mis-declared before Customs authorities; that for this lapse they are ready 

to pay fine and penalty which will be imposed by the authority taking lenient view. 
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24 2 That regarding non-declaration of Karachi OPL in the list of last Ports 

of Calls, they admit their mistake and they submit that the contact with Karachi Port 

control was avoided because the Pakistani Authorities sometimes unnecessarily 

torture the Indian crew manned ships that therefore, the master of their vessel didn't 

declare the Karachi Port under the list of last Ports of Call submitted under IGM: that 

in this regard, they admit their mistake and they are ready to pay all the penalties to 

be imposed on them by the customs authorities 

24.3 That they assure that the vessel Coral anchored at Bhavnagar 

Anchorage is the same vessel which is declared in the IGM and the original identity 

of the vessel can be verified from the LOT mentioned in the approved Loading 

manual of the vessel and as already verified under the Surveyor Report dated 

08 12 2021 submitted under the IGM. In this regard, they admit their mistake and 

they are ready to pay all the penalties to be imposed on them by the customs 

authorities. 

24.4 That in the view of the above, they requested that they have made 

all the submissions in respect of the case and they do not want personal hearing in 

the matter, that further it is to submit that they are facing financial losses as the 

consignment is live; that they have fully cooperated in the investigation and case 

against them is technical nature the case may be adjudicated at the earliest taking 

lenient view after imposing minimum fine/penalty. 

Discussion and findings: 

25. I have carefully gone through the entire case records, defense letter 

reference no CORAL/SCN/JAN dated 10.01 2022 filed in the matter I observe that 

the owner of the vessel has specifically waived the requirement of personal hearing 

in the matter vide their said letter dated 10.01.2022 and had also requested to 

adjudicate the case in the matter, at the earliest Therefore. I proceed to decide the 

case based on the documents available on records. 

26. I find that the limited issue to be decided in the case on hand is that 

whether the contravention of the provisions of section 111(f) of the Customs Act. 
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1962. has been committed or otherwise. in the import of the vessel for breaking 

purpose and whether subsequently, penalty is imposable under section 112 of the 

Customs Act, 1962. 

27. I observe that the IGM (Import General Manifest) dated 30.11.2021 

filed with the department declared the import of the vessel named MT CORAL with 

the IMO No. 8820119 I further observe that based on the intelligence of the 

department. the statements of the crew members of the vessel were recorded under 

section 108 of the Customs Act. 1962. Further, during the course of investigation, it 

was revealed that the IMO no. of the vessel was found to be tempered and the 

correct IMO no. was not declared to the Customs, while filing of the IGM In this 

regard, I find that the International Maritime Organization (IMO) number is a unique 

identifier for ships, registered ship owners and management companies. It is 

permanently marked on the hull of the vessel. It is a unique seven-digit vessel 

number the company issues to each vessel, preceded by the letters IMO, it stays 

with it until it is scrapped and never changes. regardless of the ship's owner, country 

of registration or name. Thus. I find that the IMO no of the vessel is utmost important 

in identifying the particular vessel. I also find that the vessel is itself a goods in the 

case on hand as the same has been imported for demolition at Ship Breaking Yard, 

Alang 

27.1 I observe from the statements dated 13.12.2021 and 17 12.2021. 

tendered by Shn Siddharth Sandeep Dhapre, the Master of the vessel, statement 

dated 14.12.2021 tendered by Shri Pradeep Kumar Bansal , Partner of the Agent of 

the vessel alongwith statement dated 29.12.2021 of Shri Rajiv Kumar. Authorized 

Representative of the owner of the vessel being all key persons related to the 

vessel. all have accepted that the IMO no. and name of the vessel have been 

tempered. I find that all the above statements were recorded under the provisions of 

section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962 having evidential value and the same have not 

been retracted. I also further observe from incidents as narrated in the Panchnama 

dated 16 12.2021 that it also supports the contention on the above said key persons 

that the IMO no. of the vessel was tempered, which is the indispensable feature of 

the vessel . I further find that the owners of the vessel vide their letter dated 
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10.01.2022 had also accepted that the embossed IMO no. readable as 8_1_447 is 

actually the IMO No. 8918447 which belongs to another vessel named CORAL and 

they had changed the IMO and name of the vessel with the intention of financial 

gain. I also find that a file having page no. alto 355 containing some old documents 

was recovered during the parallel investigation related to import of vessel "MT SEA 

GOLDEN" which was also anchored at Bhavnagar Anchorage. I further find that in 

the file there are many supply invoices having stamp on which the name of the 

vessel is mentioned as MT SEA GOLDEN having IMO No. 8820119 and GRT/NRT 

as 4995/2645 which are of the declared IMO No. and GRT/NRT of the Vessel MT 

CORAL. 

27.2 I find that as per the proceedings recorded under Panchnama dated 

16.12.2021 & 18.12.2021, the name of the change in vessel from SEA GOLDEN to 

CORAL was confirmed none of the persons have objected it. I also find that all the 

key persons related to the vessel have also confirmed that they had changed the 

name of the vessel. 

27.3 I further find that the owner of the vessel vide their letter dated 

10.01.2022 had also submitted that they had plied the vessel using the name SEA 

GOLDEN with IMO no. 8820119 and GRT/NRT of their sister vessel MT CORAL. I 

also find that they accepted their mistake of using two different IMO No's' which has 

been mis-declared before the Customs Authority. Thus, I am of the considered 

opinion and hold that the name and IMO no. of the vessel has been mis-declared to 

the Customs Department. 

28. I find that the Master of the vessel had also not declared the 

KARACHI OPL in the list of last Ports of Call submitted to the Customs Authorities. 

where they anchored for almost three days i.e. from 21.11.2021 to 24.11.2021, as 

confirmed by Shri Siddharth Sandeep Dhapre, the Master of the vessel in his 

Statement dated 13.12.2021 deposed under section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962. 

As per Statement dated 13.12.2021 of Shri Sarvanan Shakivel, oiler of the vessel 

and statement dated 13.12.2021 of Shri Siddharth Sandeep Dhapre. the Master of 
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the vessel, It has been accepted that as they were running shortage of provisions 

and drinking water, they dropped anchors i.e. anchored at KARACHI OPL. 

• 

• 

29. Thus, in view of the above discussions and facts available on record, 

I am of the considered view that the IMO No., which is the key identity of the vessel 

and remains the same upto its scrapping stage and does not change even if there is 

change in the name of owners, flag or registry. I also, find that the IMO no. is 

embossed on the hull to avoid the changes in it as it is the key identity feature of the 

vessel. I find that in the case of hand it has been suitably established that the name 

and IMO no. of the vessel (being the goods imported for scrapping) has been 

tempered by way of painting the original name and IMO no. of the vessel and thus. I 

hold that the same has been mis-declared to the Customs Authorities upon its 

importation in India and therefore, the same is liable for confiscation under section 

111(0 of the Customs Act, 1962 and subsequently, the owners of the vessel are 

liable to penalty under section 112(a)(i) of the Customs Act, 1962. 

30. In view of above discussion and findings, I pass the following Order 

ORDER 

(i) I order for absolute confiscation of vessel MT Coral (IMO No. 8820119), 

valued at Rs. 20,03,75,523/- approx (Rupees twenty crore, three lakh, 

seventy five thousand, five hundred and twenty three only) seized under the 

Seizure Memo dated 18.12.2021, under the provisions of Section 111 (f) of 

the Customs Act, 1962. However, I offer the same for redemption under the 

provisions of Section 125(2) upon payment of a fine of Rs. 25,00,000/-

(Rupees twenty five lakhs only) which shall be in addition to any duty or 

charges payable. Further, as per provisions of Section 125(3) if option of 

payment of fine is not exercised within 120 days from the date of this order 

the same shall become void; and 

(is) I impose a penalty of Rs. 15,00,000/- (Rupees fifteen lakhs only) upon M/s. 

United Maritime 'Services LLC, UAE, Owner of the Vessel MT Coral, (IMO No. 

8820119) under Section 112(a)(i) of the Customs Act, 1962. 
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This order is issued without prejudice to any other action that may be 

taken against the Noticee or any other person under the Customs Act, 1962 or any 

other law for the time being in force. 

(M.S. Chauhan) 
Additional Commissioner 

Customs (Preventive), Jamnagar 
F. No. V111/10-09/ADC.O&A/2021-22 

Date: 13.01.2022 

By Speed Post AD/ Email/ By Hand 

To 
Mis United Maritime Services LLC, UAE, through Shri Siddharth Sandeep 

Dhapre. Master of the Vessel MT CORAL. (IMO No. 8820119), anchored at 
Bhavnagar Anchorage. 

Copy to: 

1. The Pr. Commissioner of Customs (Prey). Customs (Preventive), Jamnagar. 

2. The Deputy Commissioner (Prey), Customs(P), Hqrs.Jamnagar. 

3. The Deputy Commissioner (System), Customs(P), Hqrs.Jamnagar. 

4. The Deputy Commissioner (Recovery), Customs(P), Hqrs.Jamnagar. 

5. The Deputy Commissioner (RRA). Customs(P). Hqrs.Jamnagar. 

6. The Deputy Commissioner, Customs Division. Bhavnagar. 

7. Guard File 

• 

• 
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